
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 22 October 2002] 

 p2149a-2150a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore; Hon John Fischer; Hon Paddy Embry 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.01 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Pairing Arrangements - Adjournment Debate 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I advise members that over the past few days the Leader of the Opposition and I have been 
discussing ways in which to resolve the issue of pairing arrangements, which have not existed in this House for 
some time.  The resolution that has been agreed between the Leader of the Opposition and me is based upon an 
exchange of letters.  I felt it appropriate that these two brief letters be placed on the record of the House so that 
all members understand the undertakings that have been given by and the arrangements that have been made 
between the Leader of the Opposition and me.   
My letter to the Leader of the Opposition, with the expected salutations, reads -  

Further to our conversation on this matter last week, I confirm my undertaking that I will consider 
arrangements made between the Whips as binding on you and I.   
With regard to my earlier expressed concern that I may be unaware of such arrangements, I will 
establish a mechanism between the Government Whip and myself that requires advice to be given on 
me on the existence of Speakers schedules that are made from time to time between the Whips.   
I also express my regret of the incident that occurred in May this year on the occasion of the 2nd 
Reading stage of the Labour Relations Reform Bill.   
I hope that my undertaking to you, and the advice process that I will initiate with the Whip, will prevent 
such events from re-occurring.   
I also reconfirm my earlier undertaking that pairing arrangements will continue to be honoured by the 
Government.   

I understand that the Leader of the Opposition also will respond on the record.  Before he does so, I express my 
appreciation for the way in which the Leader of the Opposition was prepared to play his part in the resolution of 
this issue.   
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.03 pm]:  I will quickly 
respond to the comments of the Leader of the House and indicate that I have written to him in these terms -  

Thank you for your letter in respect to pair arrangements in the Legislative Council.   
As a result of your expression of regret at the incident which arose during the second reading debate on 
the Industrial Relation Bill and your undertaking in respect to arrangements between the Whips, I can 
confirm that the Opposition is now prepared to reinstate pairs, effective from Wednesday 23 October 
2002.   
We do, of course, retain the right to call off pairs at our discretion.  However I give you an assurance 
that no such decision will be implemented without me giving you 24 hours notice.  
I am pleased that this matter has now been resolved.   

This issue has been around for a long time, and I am pleased that the Leader of the House and I have been able to 
resolve it.  An unfortunate set of circumstances led to the situation that the House found itself in.  I am pleased 
that we now have an understanding that, in my view, will ensure that it does not happen again.  I assure the 
House that at least one of my members will be here at all times.  From our point of view, that sort of situation 
will not arise again.  I am pleased to indicate that tomorrow we will start granting pairs again, as has been the 
normal arrangement.  I hope that in the future circumstances do not arise in which we find that pairs are again 
called off.  

Police Royal Commission - Adjournment Debate 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.05 pm]:  I will add some comments to the issue raised in a 
speech made by Hon Peter Foss recently.  I and many members of the general public are becoming increasingly 
frustrated and cynical about the effects of the Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or 
Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers.  It is obvious that when the Labor Party initially 
announced that it would hold a royal commission into the Police Force, it did not believe at the time that it would 
win the election; therefore, it could make these promises with impunity.  I do not believe the Labor Party had 
factored the effect of One Nation preferences into its assessment of the outcome of the election.  It is a matter of 
history that the Labor Party won government on the preferences of One Nation.  Indeed, that fact was attested to 
on election night by Gary Gray, the immediate past secretary of the ALP.   
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Having unexpectedly won the election, the Labor Party had the problem of holding the royal commission it had 
promised.  It took the Labor Party about 12 months to come up with terms of reference that it thought would 
keep it out of trouble.  As is most often the case, royal commissions have a life of their own.  Members will 
recall that the original terms of reference specifically excluded the Mickelberg case.  That in itself was a little 
surprising, given that there was and is ongoing talk about corruption and malpractice with regard to this matter.  
The Attorney General, Jim McGinty, fobbed off the concern by saying that there had to be a limit to the terms of 
reference.  When ex-Sergeant Lewandowski dropped his bombshell and confessed to his part in the perjury, it 
blew Jim McGinty out of the water, and this case had to be included, as indeed it should have been right from the 
start.  The first casualty or collateral damage for the Government in this issue was Hon Bob Kucera, the Minister 
for Health.   
At the time the terms of reference of the royal commission were announced, I said very strongly that a royal 
commission into the justice system in this State was needed.  Things happen in this State that would not happen 
anywhere else in Australia or, for that matter, in the rest of the western world.  That is something that is 
understood either intellectually or intuitively by a vast number of ordinary Western Australians.  This nagging 
doubt about the access to and the administration of justice is eating away at the confidence of the people of this 
State.   
Whether it was intentional or just plain stupid, the Acting Director of Public Prosecutions scuttled the 
effectiveness of a royal commission by revoking the indemnity given to Mr Lewandowski.  Mr Lewandowski 
had given a wide-ranging deposition to both the Court of Criminal Appeal and the royal commission.  The terms 
of his indemnity must have given him protection, and that is the overwhelming view of the people of this State.  
No amount of sophistry by the Government or the Acting Director of Public Prosecutions will change this 
perception.  I have been told by sources that I consider reliable that Mr Stone did not at any time confer with 
Robert Cock, QC about this matter.  Mr Cock was of the view that Mr Lewandowski was covered by the 
indemnity that was given.  I have a view that Mr Stone, as an officer of the court, had a duty to tell the Court of 
Criminal Appeal that notwithstanding any indemnity that it afforded to Mr Lewandowski, Mr Stone would 
circumvent it and arrest him anyway.   
I have many more grounds for having serious doubts about the condition of justice in this State.  I reflect on the 
comment that something smells in the state of Denmark, not the least of which is the failure of the Anti-
Corruption Commission and the Commissioner of Police to investigate the fully evidenced crimes committed 
against the Murphy interest or the corruption of the various officers of the court, politicians and bureaucrats who 
have assisted this cover up of a very major crime.  It is too late for any more cover up; the people want answers.  
We must broaden the terms of reference and have a full-scale investigation, like that producing the Fitzgerald 
report in Queensland.  As a first step, the Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or 
Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers should open a full inquiry into the activities of Don 
Hancock.  It is now a matter of record that he was a liar and perjurer and had conspired to pervert the course of 
justice.  The question is, on how many other occasions had he done this?  I believe that it is quite likely that if 
the promise of indemnity given to Lewandowski were honoured, when the royal commission asked for 
information it would be forthcoming.  Don Hancock was a senior police officer who held enormous sway in the 
Police Force.  One group was known as the purple circle; a more ominous group was that known as the regiment. 
So far we have heard allegations against relatively junior officers.  It would be a great pity and a lost opportunity 
if we were to settle for a few sardines when people know that there are sharks out there.  I therefore call upon the 
Government to immediately amend the terms of reference of the royal commission so that we can get a proper 
inquiry.  Failure to do so can only be because the Government knows that if Hancock is exposed, he will bring 
down a lot of other big names.  I believe there is a lot more on these issues to bring forward, and I plan to do so 
in the very near future. 

Brigadier Francis Philip Serong, Death - Adjournment Debate 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.12 pm]:  With a touch of sadness I bring the attention of the House to 
the passing a little while ago now of Brigadier Francis Philip “Ted” Serong.  He was born in November 1915 and 
he died on 1 October of this year.  He was a much decorated soldier, whose decorations included the Order of the 
British Empire and the Distinguished Service Order, which is second only to the Victoria Cross for valour.  He 
was also decorated by the United States as Officer of the Legion of Merit.  The South Vietnamese Government, 
as it was, awarded him for gallantry. 
Following his schooling, he entered the Citizen Military Forces, and 12 months later entered Duntroon Royal 
Military College of Australia.  During the Second World War, he served in the Sixth Division in New Guinea 
from 1942 to 1945.  He then had an interesting time and reopened the Canungra jungle training centre where he 
served as commandant from 1955 to 1957.  Australian forces are well respected for having come through that 
centre.  I believe that much of the credit for that goes to Brigadier Serong. 
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He was in Vietnam for quite some time.  The Vietnam War is one that people do not like to talk about these 
days, but he went there in the service of his country, as service people do; they do not enter into the politics of 
issues but do as they are directed by their Government.  He did his job well, as reflected in the recognition given 
to him by the South Vietnamese Government.  He was also an adviser to three successive United States 
presidents - Kennedy, Ford and Nixon.  That speaks well for an Australian serviceman.  He was 86 years of age 
when he left this world, and it is appropriate that his service to his country is noted at this time.  
Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.15 pm 
__________ 

 


